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MONEY IN POLITICS
"Money in Politics" is.the subject of the meeting of the 
Huntington Area League of Women Voters on November 
16,2015. It will start at 6:30 pm in the Hampton Room at , 
the Woodlands Retirement Community.
The League of Women Voters looks at this question 
from several sides. The Supreme Court says its decisions 
ensure that First Amendment rights of free speech are 
maintained. But how much access to elected officials is 
gained by huge donations, directly to candidates, or to 
their Political Action Committees (PACs)? Is there 
corruption that might be related to donations? What does 
the huge amount of independent funding do to the 
comparative rights of average citizens versus corporations 
and wealthy individuals? About 80% of Americans are 
unhappy about the high level of money in politics. What is 
the impact of campaign finance regulations?
We will present excellent materials from the LWVUS, 
that will result in the consensus position of the Huntington 
League of Women Voters. Our consensus will be added to 
the hundreds of other responses across the country to 
develop a new national consensus.
We will show the Power Poinl^ and ask the consensus 
questions, with a few bonus discussions, but you will gain 
much more if you can do some advanced reading. There 
are a large number of position papers on the LWVUS 
"Money in Politics" website. See - 
http://forum.lwv.org/categorv/member-resources/our- 
work/monev-politics-review For more information on 
location or anything else, call Betty Barrett at 304-522- 
0799.
RUNNING FOR OFFICE
The Huntington League will sponsor a free "Running for 
Office" workshop on Dec. 3,7 pm at the Beverly Hills 
Presbyterian Church, 469 Norway Ave. We invite anyone 
interested in running for office or helping in a campaign in 
2016 to attend the workshop.
Martha Woodward will moderate the workshop. The 
topics to be covered in the workshop will be:
Campaign Finance Regulations and Reports -  Secretary of 
State's Office
Preparing the Message-Susan HubbarcT 
Reaching the Public-Jane Hustead 
Raising Money for Campaigns -  Nancy Cartmill
Please help us get the word out to those who would 
benefit from attending the workshop.
FINANCE DRIVE
Betty Stepp mailed letters to prospective contributors 
to the League, if you wish to make a donation to the 
League of Women Voters of the Huntington Area, you may 
send a check to Ann Speer, our treasurer, 706 Ridgewood 
Rd., Huntington, WV 25765. To make a tax deductible 
contribution the check must be mgde out to the League of 
Women Voters Education Fund.
CLIMATE CHANGE TALKS IN PARIS, NOV. 30th - DEC. 11th.
The governments of more than 190 nations will gather 
in Paris to discuss a possible new global agreement on 
climate change, aimed at reducing global greenhouse gas 
emissions and thus avoiding the threat of dangerous 
climate change.
W V CLEAN POWER PLAN COMMENTS
The WV DEP is working on how to comply with the U.S. 
EPA's Clean Power Plan for Existing Power Plants and is 
seeking public comment and data until the end of the 
year. Comments can be emailed to 
deD.comments@wv.gov, with "Clean Power Plan Study 
Comments" in the subject line. The goal of the Clean 
Power Plan is to -  by 2030 -  cut carbon pollution from the 
power sector 32 percent below 2005 levels. For more 
information on the EPA's rule, the DEP's feasibility study 
and important dates related to both, link to the WV DEP's 
website.
Meanwhile the national League is opposing Senate 
attempts to block the Clean Power Plan. WV senators are 
opposed to the Clean Power Plan.
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CALENDAR
o Nov. 16,6:30 - "Money in Politics" League meeting 
Woodlands Retirement Community, 
o Dec. 3,7 pm - "Running fo r Office" workshop. League 
sponsored. Beverly Hills Presbyterian Church, 
o Dec. 7,11:30 am - Huntington League's board meeting.
Beverly Hills Presbyterian Church, 
o Jan. 11- 30 - Filing period for candidates 
o January 18, noon - League meeting: Issues in the WV 
Legislature; Lunch at Fratellis (River Place Shopping 
Center.)
MEMBERS
We welcome new members Jeff and Linda Hood._____
Reminder - Those who join the League may pay ha lf dues 
in their first year in the League.
DIREaORY OF PUBUC OFFICIALS
We continue to provide a directory of public officials on 
the Herald-Dispatch's website. You may google it by 
entering Herald-Dispatch Directory of West Virginia public 
officials.
EFFECTS OF FRACKING ON DRINKING WATER SOURCES
The LWVUS, joined by the LWVWV and other state 
Leagues, sent comments to the EPA's Science Advisory 
Board (SAB) in regard to  the SAB's study on the effects 
hydraulic fracturing has on drinking water sources.
The League's comments state that the research 
reported in the draft is not the comprehensive and 
definitive study Congress funded in 2010. The League 
requested that the Hydraulic Fracturing Research Advisory 
Panel urge the SAB to restore integrity to the final report
and to the SAB' legacies by taking actions, as outlined in 
the League's statement. Those who wish to see the 
commients with the specific recommendations may contact 
Helen Gibbins, gibbinsOfrontier.com
EPA'S NEW METHANE POLLUTION REGULATION
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has 
proposed ths firsf‘®ver air pollution standard for new and 
modified oil and gas ̂ cil'ities. This regulation is a critical 
part |>f President Obama's Clirriate Action Plan to cut 
greenhouse gas emissions by more than 40 percent by 
2025. Throughout the country, methane and other harmful 
substances are released from wells, compressors, and 
pipelines, among other sources throughout the oil and gas 
sector. Methane emissions from the oil an"d gas sector are 
substantial -  about one-third o f total U.S. methane 
emissions. Tightly regulating this methane is absolutely 
critical to  reducing greenhouse gas emissions and 
protecting public health. Curbing methane emissions is a 
"w in-win" that can save fuel, reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, improve air quality, and improve pipeline safety. 
Doing so is a critical near-term step toward 
implementation of the Climate Action Plan and continued 
U.S. leadership on climate protection and healthier air. The 
LWVUS supports EPA's efforts to  protect our people by 
cutting methane emissions and asks us to thank the EPA 
for its efforts to protect our people by cutting methane 
emissions.
